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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, IS, SY 

SUB J : ISRAELI STUDENT ORGANIZATION CALL AT EMBASSY 

1. REPRESENTATIVES OF NATIONAL UNION OF ISRAELI STUDENTS (NUIS) 
CALLED AT EMBASSY APRIL 26 TO VOICE CONCERN OVER FATE OF ISRAELI 
POWS IN SYRIA AND PLIGHT OF SYRIAN IEWISH COMMUNITY. NUIS 
REPRESENTS SOME 50,000 ISRAELI UNIVERSITY STUDENTS. 

2. REGARDING ISRAELI POW ISSUE, NUIS REPS ALLEGED THAT 
ICRC HAD BEEN BARRED FROM VISITING PRISONERS HELD IN SYRIA. 

THEY STATED THAT THIS INFORMATION HAD COME FROM THEIR 
"CONTACTS." WE NOTED THAT THIS REPORT CONFLICTED WITH 
INFORMATION WE HAD RECEIVED ON THIS SUBJECT. ICRC HAD 
VISITED ISRAELI POWS TWICE THUS FAR AND WERE EXPECTED TO 
VISIT THEM AGAIN WITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS. WE URGED THAT NUIS 
REPS CONTACT MFA IN ORDER CLARIFY THIS POINT SO THAT ANXIETY ON 
PART ISRAELI RELATIVES OF POWS NOT BE INCREASED. WE ALSO NOTED 
THAT SECRETARY HAS HAD POW ISSUE VERY MUCH IN MIND AND HAD 
BEEN ACTIVELY WORKING TOWARD THEIR RELEASE. 

3. RE PLIGHT OF SYRIAN JEWISH COMMUNITY, NUIS REPS 
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SYRIAN JEWS AND URGED THAT SECRETARY RAISE THIS ISSUE 
WHILE IN DAMASCUS. WE NOTED THAT USG HAD BEEN ACTIVE OVER 
PAST SEVERAL YEARS IN ATTEMPT ALLEVIATE CONDITIONS SYRIAN JEWISH 
COMMUNITY BUT THAT OUR EFFORTS HAD THUS FAR BEEN LARGELY 
UNSUCCESSFUL. NEVERTHELESS. USG IS AWARE OF SITUATION AND 
IS TRYING TO HELP. 

4. NUIS REPS STATED THAT THEY WOULD REQUEST APPOINTMENT 
WITH SECRETARY THROUGH MFA WHEN HE VISITS ISRAEL IN ORDER 
DISCUSS THESE TWO ISSUES WITH HIM. 
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